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* Preserving Heritage / History
* Neutral / Impartial Keepers of ‘Truth’

* Closely guarded field — ‘professional archivists’ only

e Inclusion / Exclusion

* What / Who is included / preserved?

 What / Who 1s excluded, hidden, obscured?

e Political — what and who 1s valued

Querying Traditional Archives




“The Heritage inevitably reflects the
governing assumptions of its time and
context. It 1s always inflected by the
power and authority of those who have
colonised the past, whose versions of
history matter.”

stuart Hall (2005)




ARCHIVES
ARE NOT

NEVTRAL




"THE MASTER'S TOOLS WILL NEVER
DISMANTLE THE MASTER'S HOUSE

AUDRE LORDE

“We are entrenched within power. We are trained and
prepared within out graduate programmes to see no other
options. The purpose of the archival profession i1s

to curate the past, not confront it; to entrench inequality,
not eradicate 1t; to erase black lives, not ennoble them.
Tigers cannot change their stripes.”




Yes It's F'King Political!




e To become more inclusive

* Reflect on and change archival practices

GHALLENGES TO ARCHIVES




* Focus on communities and histories that have been
excluded or repressed or rewritten in archives

e OMMUNITY
C

* Practices of archiving ARCHIVES

 What is an Archive Sustaining memory

e Who is an Archivist

GCOMMUNITY ARCHIVES




e Gleaned Archives

 Community archives are “gleaned archives”:

* “the process whereby something considered worthless by
one ‘regime of value’ 1s retrieved and re-envisioned by
another.”

* “In the process of gathering things that are valued, an
archive comes into being.”

Tim Cresswell




The dominance and exclusions of the
archive have long been challenged by
“ many different groups demanding that
their histories be told, their voices be
heard and that the archives reflect their
lives and experiences.”




* democratisation of archives and of knowledge production

* “radical or counter-hegemonic public history-making
activities”

 ‘“social movement archival activism”

Archival
Andrew Flinn ACt]VlSHl

Querying/ Queering Archives




Jamie Ann Lee (2015)

“I deploy the term queer as a practice and a
politics. I use ‘to queer’ as a verb working
on and within the archives as an act of
intervention, an upsetting of the normative
archival structures that continue to uphold
and reproduce the hegemonic power
dynamics at work to exclude.”

QUEERING THE ARCHIVE




e Rukus! — Black Oueer Community UK

ﬁ@ rukus!

T

-

S rukus! Federation: Making difference work

» Skeivt Arkiv — Norwegian National LGBT Archive
* Arizona Queer Archive

e London Metropolitan Museum — LGBT History Project




LGBTQ+ Archives, Libraries,
Museums and Spec1a1 Collections

"Wi h out borde conference June

QUE RINC> MEMORY

1 ALMS CONFERENCE BERLIN 2019

ALMS LGBTOQ
London June 2016 / Berlin 2019




* Huge variety
* Location
* Focus
e Organisation
* Funding

e Staff/ Volunteers
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* Cohen and Rosenzweig
Digital History (2006)

“new media and new technologies
have challenged historians to rethink
the ways that they research, write,
present, and teach about the past.”

DIGITAL HISTORY




» the potential for greater democratisation of archives

» upsurge in community digital archives

DIGITAL ARGHIVES




- QUEER ARCHIVAL ACTIVISM

Gork LGBT Archive




Gork LGBT Archive

Long history of LGBT Activism in Cork

Hidden history

Cork LGBT Archive — preserve and share this history

Giving voice to unheard voices

Moving beyond Dublin-centric history




CORK LGBT ARCHIVE = | (e}
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Starting points for Community Digital Archives




The heginning




Arthur Leahy Collection
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Chaotic Treasure Trove













* From Chaos to Cataloguing

CORK LGBT ARCHIVE




* DIGITAL INFRASTRUCTURE

* Creating a Digital Archive

e Preservation and Access

GCork LGBT Archive




* Low-cost, low-tech model
e Omeka
* Reclaim Hosting

 Amazon S3 Storage

* Scans, Photographs, Audio/Video




CORK LGBT ARCHIVE

Browse Items Browse Collections Browse Exhibits

Featured Item
The Other Place

The Other Place LGBT Resource Centre was opened in
1991 and closed in 2015, with some of the activities
being transferred to the new Cork Gay Project...
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Poster for the Irish Quilt Tour.
The AIDS Memorial Quilt was
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inlreland in 1991, including in
the Cork City Hall in...

Friends of Eon Membership Card
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* Sorting
* Cataloguing
* Preserving
* Access

Physical

Collection Digital Archive

Social Media Communication

* Facebook
o Twtitter

N
* Omeka

* Reclaim Hosting
* Metadata
» Copyright

Exhibition
* Book
» Presentations

GCork LGBT Archive




Gork LGBT Archive

In from the margins

Into the archives / Irish heritage
Community Archives

Queer Archives

Digital History




* Heritage Council

* Cork City Council Heritage Grants

* Hidden History Award




l sl e
Cork’s Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual
& Transgender Communities
1970s-1990s




7he Cork LGBT Archive aims to
Ppreserve and share information
about the rich history of the
Cork fesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender communties.
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Collection donated to Cork Public Museum

Sorting and cataloguing

Public Access

* Development of permanent Cork LGBT Exhibition




* DRI — Digital Repository of Ireland

e Plan to include collection in DRI

* Long-term digital preservation and greater access
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Cork LGBT Archive winners of DRI Community
Archives Scheme

Submitted on 5 February 2019

DRI are delighted to announce that Cork LGBT Archive are the winners

of the first DRI Community Archives Schemel! c.'rk I‘GI'T :

This exciting news was also announced on GCN: https://gcn.ie/cork-Igbt-

archive-digitally-preserved-following-funding-win/ 3 rk o Arc I.i"e

The Digital Repository of Ireland launched a paid membership model in
February 2018. In that time several organisations have joined as Full or
Associate members. As a largely public-funded repository we believe it
is important to make long-term preservation of digital materials open to a
wide range of organisations, including those operating on a non-funded,
voluntary basis. To the end, we launched a Community Archives
Membership Scheme. As the winner of the first Scheme, Cork LGBT

* Inaugural Community Archives Scheme

Digital Repository of Ireland




 Cork LGBT Archive now on DRI.ie Cork LG“T
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* Long-term digital preservation

e Wider access Cork LGBT Archive Published
in DRI

Digitally preserving the history of

4 Greatel” VlSlblllty the LGBT communities in Cork

e Symbolic — inclusion of marginalised communities in
national heritage repositories

GCork LGBT Archive on DRI




“We are thrilled to see the Cork LGBT Archive preserved
and now published in the Repository. The significant work
that Orla put into building this collection is only equalled by
the ongoing value 1t provides in broadening out the social,
cultural, and political history of Ireland. DRI 1s committed
to supporting Ireland’s cultural heritage through
preservation and access to digital materials, and 1s
developing a diversity and inclusion policy for release in
2020. The publication of the Cork LGBT Archives marks
one step 1n this direction.”
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* Queer Archival Activism

* LGBT History / Heritage recognised as part of Irish
History/ Heritage

* Digital Repository of Ireland
* Greater Visibility

* Long-term digital preservation

GCork LGBT Archive
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Irish Examiner Dec 2016




Evening Echo Oct 2019




e Human Resources
* Voluntary

 Financial Resources

* Long- term sustainability




> ??l'IIP,;

0RK 1.G.R-M ON THE AIR

Jan—TeD. 78 g vl d

No.1

New Nalmna! I:halrman -

— Structural Review_____




- ‘ 3 :’:..- S -'ﬂlo A "":":" : :
& “FORUM-WOIKSHOPS- FILMS ETC.

=== © CONNOLLY HALIZ MAY1

FOR INFORMATION WRITE TO
DRGANISING COMMITTEE PO 8039







e

GAY PRIDE WEEK
;I: 20:28 JUNE 81
GAY RIGHTS ARE HUMAN RIGHTS

9 to 107 OF THE IRISH POPULATION
IS GAY

OVER 6000 IN CORK ALONE

IRELAND IS THE ONLY EUROPEAN
COUNTRY WHICH STILL LEGISLATES
AGAINST GAYS

WE DEMAND SOGIAL AND
LEGAL EQUALITY NOW!

GAY RIGHTS NOW!
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MUNSTER'S LESBIAN & GAY NEWSPAPER

FREE

APRIL 1992

Historic Victory!

In Patrick's Day '92 we made history....and we did i

tyle.

Our Moat was a blaze of colour with balloons,

Janners, streamers and dancing lesbian, bi and gay people

sowing bubbles at the 80,000 people |

Zork.

Haow did it all happen”
Well...s couple of us were toying with
the idca far a few months. Just imagine
Packdy's day - thowsaads of pec
the streets - a perfect cppors
visibly cebebeate our caltare i

A week before the parade we sal in lbe
pub thinking i@ woull never come
off._so-one would be willing 10 par-
ticipate. But ss woed spread enbusi-
axm grew and by the end of the cveming
we were il buzzing so we spplied for
eniry 0 the Cork Parade! Tt was vur-
prisingly casy, espoxially comsidering
the hassle in New York.

Afies s hectic week of prepasation the
bigday finally dswned

Many of i wwoke carly worrying st
what was in wore for us - were we
crary? - but buterilies aside we made
itin! That moming we set B week,
ranafoming s borisg o pick-uptruck
into a bright coloarful fiea flost. A loud
«cheer beoice out as theee brave women
from Limerick arrived 10 join s

Flost done, coffee drunk, we trans
formed carselves with face paint_ cos
tames mnd masks.

ing the streets of

The costimes were partly for disguise
many of us coubdnt risk being recog.
raned - bt it was also becsne we wanted
o give Cork the mesage that we are
and that it can be fun o be
Ieabian, gay cr biseaual and 50 we sct
off, en pouse daring sl singing

The oversll reaction was amazingly
positive. Many poople stared withsiony
faces trying igneore s and hoping we
woukd go away. An ecasmsl finger
‘o st was raieed ot s, Someone wis
it with a plastic botle. Curbosiry sad
dishelief were commen reactions
*Ase you really?" “Where's your girl-
friend?” Most of the hassie came from
yosang boys in groups - bt we felt really
porwerfulshoing YE hpride
when they sccused us of being lezzics
st fnggots

itive,

Despite this, all along the route: there
were people shouting, clapping and
waving in support. Scemetimes, in the
middic of a silent crowd, one person
would want choering - others would
then join in. Then sometimes whole
groups of people were holiering in
vupgeen. O St Patrick's Bridge throe
women af the hack of the crowd -ae

-

ot Mawrice Abarm

jummping up and down frassically rying
10 117 o aiention 10 COKOUTRES 3.
O the South Mall s T0-year oid woman
waved cathusiastic

“ye're gorgoous"!

We passed lesbians and gy men who
had decided ot 10 join i the parade but
whe waichod with pride a3 theiz float
wailedby.

ly and callod 0wt

We sang ~Sing if youre glad to be Gay™
aver and over antil ous troats b, Al
the reviewing sand lesbian asd gay

literatare (inchoding GCM) was pre
sened 10 the dignitaries. The suppon
w roceived ansd s owa energy snd
pride overwhelmed and belizled sny
negative reaction.

Laterin Lowfers relaning with our pints,
exbamied, we waschad cuncives ca
the six-o-chock news. Then suddenly
Arttr Catherine and Ger burstinio the
Pub bearing  plaque. Bedlam ensucd
22 they snnounced that we'd won “best
e —

iy of us cven managed 1 o dasc:
g in the Other Place that night, cele-
ng with Champagoe showers.

And we had reason b
trought the wonds A
and BISEXUAL inio people’s vocabu
lary and consciouness and we hdmade
ourscives visibleia agroud. happry.and

i way
WELL DONE TO ALL INVOLVED.
Orla Egan
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GAA -GAYs

AGAINST THE
AMENDMENT

; Teferendua. Alzost all the

o the Naticnal Anti-Amendment

Campaign, and the G.A.A. e all t is working to
comsitment is translated into wotes.

Absolutes, Ho exceptions are allowed, either by the Dail

Constitutions deal i
or by the Courts, If the proposed Amendment is passed

3 intel-

: 50 halp whate
exable burder
the very 11
reduced. The 1.t
will be bansed out
the capacity for

o (via a le

d be given to rape victims to preve
£

i1l be drastica

types of cont

all this is a probles of no com-
there are many gay

sore immme to rape than aay

the agression with which they

It is & stands
cem to gays.
farhers and lesbian moth
other women in Ireland, Less

¥. By Trade
y the Irieh Couneil
; by Pratestant Churches; a erned with b
1 the preseat stringeat laws against
but all are united in seeing the Asendment
troduce inte law an unchangeable

The Amendment is

Uaicr
of Civi
civil rights. Some of these paopl
abortic Becessary; some do not
wtterly wnecessary as m

element of narrow sectarian

ts, and
Lidbert

In the words of one of the appesing groups:- "We believe that
be the basis, through litigation or other legal action, for a
interference with personal and sexual privacy asd sedical ethics unparalled in
¥ country in the Westers world”. (a statement, remarkably, by the Methodist
Chureh Council).

could
™

It seems to us inconceivable that gays could be anything but horrified at such
a prospect. It should also be cessary to poiat eut that proponents of the
Asendment are also those who most vehemently oppose gay cights. Everyone in G.A.A.
is against the Amendment. Many of us also support, or beleng to, the Womans' Right
To Choose Campaign, Wi proposes simply that it is the right of the individual
and of nobody else, control over her own body and of her own fert=
ace to our own decla

d what we shall do with them:
us what we may mot do.

Whether or not you agree with this Right To Choose, the importance of voting "NO"
is overvhelaing. The other o olved are the concerns of the noreal
processes of democracy. They must not be pre-empted by a dogmatic insertion in

the Constitutio SN EF, L TL, Debin Gy lotbive,

CAYS ACATNST THE AMENDM | Taisd denblan Ganforwiam, At o
—_— i

peeds it mow. Make a con-

he Aati -~ Amendmeat Caspaign nes
By coalug Toi- G.A
St




LESBIAN LINE
Thursday 8-10pm

271087
GAY INFORMATION CORK

Wednesday A 9pm
Saturday 3 5pm

. Completely Confldent,al
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~ http://corklgbtarchive.com/

https://www.facebook.com/Corkl GBTArchive/

+ A Mtk | Mot
Cork’s Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual

* Queer Republic of Cork Book & Exhibition | & Transgender Communities

1970s-1990s

Twitter: (@corklgbthistory

 http://www.onstream.ie/books/queer republic.htm

Gork LGBT Archive



http://corklgbtarchive.com/
https://www.facebook.com/CorkLGBTArchive/
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