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Querying Traditional Archives

• Preserving Heritage / History

• Neutral / Impartial Keepers of ‘Truth’

• Closely guarded field – ‘professional archivists’ only

• Inclusion / Exclusion

• What / Who is included / preserved?

• What / Who is excluded, hidden, obscured?

• Political – what and who is valued



“The Heritage inevitably reflects the 
governing assumptions of its time and 
context.  It is always inflected by the 

power and authority of those who have 
colonised the past, whose versions of 

history matter.”

Stuart Hall (2005)





Jarrett Drake South Africa

“We are entrenched within power. We are trained and 
prepared within out graduate programmes to see no other 
options. The purpose of the archival profession is 
to curate the past, not confront it; to entrench inequality, 
not eradicate it; to erase black lives, not ennoble them. 
Tigers cannot change their stripes.”

.



Yes It’s F**king Political!



• To become more inclusive

• Reflect on and change archival practices

CHALLENGES TO ARCHIVES



• Focus on communities and histories that have been 
excluded or repressed or rewritten in archives

• Challenge 
• Practices of archiving

• What is an Archive

• Who is an Archivist

COMMUNITY ARCHIVES



Tim Cresswell

• Gleaned Archives

• Community archives are “gleaned archives”:

• “the process whereby something considered worthless by 
one ‘regime of value’ is retrieved and re-envisioned by 
another.”

• “In the process of gathering things that are valued, an 
archive comes into being.”



The dominance and exclusions of the 
archive have long been challenged by 

“ many different groups demanding that 
their histories be told, their voices be 

heard and that the archives reflect their 
lives and experiences.”

Andrew Flinn



Querying/ Queering Archives

• democratisation of archives and of knowledge production

• “radical or counter-hegemonic public history-making 
activities”

• “social movement archival activism” 

Andrew Flinn



QUEERING THE ARCHIVE

Jamie Ann Lee (2015)

“I deploy the term queer as a practice and a 
politics.  I use ‘to queer’ as a verb working 
on and within the archives as an act of 
intervention, an upsetting of the normative 
archival structures that continue to uphold 
and reproduce the hegemonic power 
dynamics at work to exclude.”



QUEER ARCHIVES

• Rukus! – Black Queer Community UK

• Skeivt Arkiv – Norwegian National LGBT Archive

• Arizona Queer Archive

• London Metropolitan Museum – LGBT History Project



• 3 days of Queer archival / history projects

ALMS LGBTQ 
London June 2016 / Berlin 2019



QUEER ARCHIVES

• Huge variety 

• Location

• Focus

• Organisation

• Funding

• Staff / Volunteers



• Cohen and Rosenzweig
Digital History (2006)

“new media and new technologies 
have challenged historians to rethink 

the ways that they research, write, 
present, and teach about the past.”

DIGITAL HISTORY



 the potential for greater democratisation of archives

upsurge in community digital archives

DIGITAL ARCHIVES



Cork LGBT Archive

• QUEER ARCHIVAL ACTIVISM



Cork LGBT Archive

• Long history of LGBT Activism in Cork

• Hidden history

• Cork LGBT Archive – preserve and share this history

• Giving voice to unheard voices

• Moving beyond Dublin-centric history



https://www.facebook.com/CorkLGBTArchive/

http://corklgbtarchive.com/

@CorkLGBThistory



Challenge

Starting points for Community Digital Archives



The beginning



Arthur Leahy Collection



Chaotic Treasure Trove



Damp Damage



Sorting



A bit more organised



• From Chaos to Cataloguing

• Attempt to Gain 
Physical Control

CORK LGBT ARCHIVE



Cork LGBT Archive

• DIGITAL INFRASTRUCTURE

• Creating a Digital Archive

• Preservation and Access



www.corklgbtarchive.com

• Low-cost, low-tech model

• Omeka 

• Reclaim Hosting

• Amazon S3 Storage

• Scans, Photographs, Audio/Video



http://corklgbtarchive.com/



http://corklgbtarchive.com/



Cork LGBT Archive

• Exhibition
• Book
• Presentations

• Facebook
• Twtitter

• Omeka
• Reclaim Hosting
• Metadata
• Copyright

• Sorting
• Cataloguing
• Preserving
• Access

Physical 
Collection Digital Archive

CommunicationSocial Media



• In from the margins

• Into the archives / Irish heritage

• Community Archives

• Queer Archives

• Digital History

Cork LGBT Archive



Heritage Funding

• Heritage Council

• Cork City Council Heritage Grants

• Hidden History Award



Book



Exhibition



Cork Public Museum

• Collection donated to Cork Public Museum

• Sorting and cataloguing

• Public Access

• Development of permanent Cork LGBT Exhibition



Digital Preservation

• DRI – Digital Repository of Ireland

• Plan to include collection in DRI

• Long-term digital preservation and greater access



Digital Repository of Ireland

• Inaugural Community Archives Scheme



Cork LGBT Archive on DRI

• Cork LGBT Archive now on DRI.ie

• Long-term digital preservation

• Wider access

• Greater visibility

• Symbolic – inclusion of marginalised communities in 
national heritage repositories 



Natalie Harrower 
Director of DRI

“We are thrilled to see the Cork LGBT Archive preserved 
and now published in the Repository. The significant work 
that Orla put into building this collection is only equalled by 
the ongoing value it provides in broadening out the social, 
cultural, and political history of Ireland. DRI is committed 
to supporting Ireland’s cultural heritage through 
preservation and access to digital materials, and is 
developing a diversity and inclusion policy for release in 
2020. The publication of the Cork LGBT Archives marks 
one step in this direction.”



Cork LGBT Archive

• Queer Archival Activism

• LGBT History / Heritage recognised as part of Irish 
History/ Heritage

• Digital Repository of Ireland
• Greater Visibility
• Long-term digital preservation



Irish Examiner Dec 2016



Evening Echo Oct 2019



Challenges

• Human Resources
• Voluntary

• Financial Resources

• Long- term sustainability





























Cork LGBT Archive

• http://corklgbtarchive.com/

• https://www.facebook.com/CorkLGBTArchive/

• Queer Republic of Cork Book & Exhibition

• Twitter: @corklgbthistory

• http://www.onstream.ie/books/queer_republic.htm

http://corklgbtarchive.com/
https://www.facebook.com/CorkLGBTArchive/
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